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OH, YOU'VE 
BEEN INSIDE THE 
CALABRI ANAGNI 
GOOD DISTRICT FOR SOME 
MORNING, MY GOOD 7/ME NOW, SIR, BUT IF 
FELLOW. HOW FAR AM IT'S THE IMPERIAL CITY | 
I FROM CALABRI / YOU'RE WANTING, YOU'RE ys 
ANAGNI? >\ NOT THREE LEAGUES 
DISTANT FROM IT 
ON THIS VERY 
ROAD. 
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zg PLUS THIS IS PETITION I 


DAY. THE ONE DAY OF THE MONTH 
IN WHICH THE ENTIRE POPULACE 
KNOWS PRECISELY WHERE THE 
EMPEROR WILL BE. 
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"I BELIEVE 
THE ASSASSIN 
WILL STRIKE 


A DO THAT. BUT ALSO — 
CLEAR MY WAY TO THE HALL OF 
JUSTICE. JUST TIO BE SAFE, I 


THINK I'LL ATTEND COURT IN _/ ] 
PERSON TODAY. _ 


ATTENTION! 


all WINTER |S 
1 COMING! 


~ PREPARE ‘NX 
YOURSELF, CITIZEN. 
WINTER \S-- fh 


(eps: : YOU'LL SHOW 
Fic cnow SINCE IT'S MORE COURTESY 
QUEEN KEEPS 
INTERRUPTING OUR 
NICE SUMMER, WHICH 
INTERRUPTS MY 
» TRADE. 
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OF THE VAST IMPERIAL 
CAPITAL... 
IMPERIAL 
GUARD 


SERGEANT. COULD YOU 
POINT OUT YOUR CAP TA/N 
TO ME? 


> 


Zz A(\ Al r il 7 SS} ri 
Y (d { NN Y) nN) : 


GOOD MORNING, CAPTAIN ORM. 
I'M REPORTING FOR DUTY. LIEUTENANT 
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HOLD ONTO sale T'LL FILL 
HOSE MOUNTED 
) PICKED A BUSY DAY TO = AND FOLLOW ,YOH 3016 WE 
SHOW UP, YOUNG §=— Jf ; 
S87Z PY, 
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IN PRACTICE, IT'S 
T MORE COMPLICATED. 
IN A SINGLE DAY THE EMPEROR 
CAN HARDLY SEE EVERYONE 
WITH A GRIEVANCE. 


SO IMPERIAL 
BUREAUCRATS TAKE 


SOMETHING MORE & 
MANAGEABLE. lf 


1_ LET ME GUESS. THOS! 4 
MINISTERS LINE THEIR POCKETS WITH 
THE OUTLANDISH “PROCESSING FEES” } 
\, THEY CHARGE TO MOVE CANDIDATES 
>TO THE HEAP OF THE LINE? y 
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BUT YOU'RE 
EXACTLY RIGHT. THE 
GOOD NEWS IS TWO OF THOSE 
SLOTS BELONG SOLELY 
TO THIS GUARD 
COMPANY. 


SHARE OF THE 
BRIBES EACH 
MONTH IS WHY WE 
HAVE THE FINEST 
OFFICER'S MESS 
IN THE 


INDEED. WE WAIT UNTIL 
BUT WE EARN THE LAST MOMENT TO 
; CHOOSE HIS ROUTE, 
AND THEN CLEAR EVERY 


OUR GUARD 
POST IS RESPONSIBLE % 4 oe te eG 
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FOR MAKING SURE THE 


FROM HIS RESIDENCE 
TO THE HALL OF 
_ JUSTICE. 


WE HANDLE 
W ALL THE CLOSE 
NM PHYSICAL 
PROTECTION. 


GOING 10 MEET \ 
\ THE EMPEROR) 


SPELL PROTECTION 
AND LONG DISTANCE WARDING 


IS HANDLED BY THE WARLOCK 
GUARD--MAY GOD ROT EVERY 
ONE OF THOSE BLUE-COATED 
COCKSUCKERS. 


IT'S STRESSFUL 
DUTY, BLOOM, AND GOD 

HELP ANYONE WHO MAKES 
THE SLIGHTEST 


YOU'LL SEE 
HIM. BUT NOBODY 
[ TALKS TO HIM--NOT 
| UNLESS you WANT To 

PAY YOUR FEE AND | 
GET IN LINE, LIKE / 
EVERY OTHER SAD 
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FORWARD AND [a 
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Lay ae OKAY, LORD 
YOUR TROUBLES aN) NIVERCOOP YOU'RE 
AT THE FEET OF OUR sus NEXT. 
GLORIOUS EMPEROR 
TO BE JUDGED BY HIS 
PERFECT WISDOM 
AND UNDER- 
STANDING! 


FOLLOW 
YOUR GUARD 
ESCORT INTO THE 


MAKE YOUR ANSWERS 
SHORT AND TO THE POINT. 
AND KEEP YOUR HEAD 
BOWED, NEVER 
LOOK DIRECTLY 
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NO ONE THOUGHT TO 
INFORM US SHE WOULD BE 
HERE TODAY. THOSE FUCKING 


WARLOCK GUARDS DID THAT 
ON PURPOSE. 
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pt WHEN TO BRING 
| 7 THE CROPS IN. HOW TO MANAGE 


IF I DECIDE TO DO THINGS ONE WAy, 
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MM KZ \ HELL INSIST ON ANOTHER WAY, 
| i mist 10 BE CONTRARY (| 
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<i WHY DON'T 
YOU MANAGE YOUR 
HALF OF THE LAND YOUR 
WAY AND LET YOUR BROTHER 
MANAGE HIS HALF A/S 
. way? 


BUT WHAT DO 
YOU EXPECT US 
TO DO? THIS IS 
A FAMILY 


» MATTER. 


WON'T COME BETWEEN 
TWO BROTHERS. STRONG 
FAMILIES ARE THE FOUNDA- 
TION ON WHICH OUR 
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R IMPOSSIBLE. | 

My FATHER INSISTED 

/ ON KEEPING HIS ESTATES AND 
FORTUNE INTACT, SO HE MADE US 

K. BOTH CO-EQUAL OWNERS 
POF EACH PART OF IT. 
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YOU HAVE THE 
POWER TO RETROACTIVELY 
CHANGE MY FATHER'S WILL, LEAV- 
ING IT ALL TO ME. MY BROTHER IS 
RUINING EVERY THING. WE'LL 
BE PENNILESS SOON. 


Y INSTEAD 
WE'LL REMOVE THE 
MATERIAL THINGS 
THAT CAUSE DIVISION 


EMPIRE |S BUILT. 
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\ YOUR FIELDS AND ORCHARDS 

7 BURNED, YOUR WEALTH CONFISCATED, 
| Your HOMES RAZED TO THE GROUND 
AND YOUR SLAVES AND TENANT {> 


BROTHER AND YOU 
HAVE NOTHING LEFT 
TO FIGHT OVER. 


WORKERS PUT TO THE 
SWORD. 
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STEN, Ub THERE'S x 
EVERYONE! ” AN AS. 
LISTEN TO HERE AMONG US! 
> ME! A WITHIN THIS 
= HALL! = 


HE'S CLOAKED : 
IN SOME WAY THAT MAKES 
IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PINPOINT J A] 
HIS IDENTITY! Po 
BUT I CAN Z| 
DISCERN SOME ) (les 
_ THINGS! = { 


5 HE'LL BE . 
A STRANGER TO 
US! I KNOW HE ONLY 
ENTERED THE CITY 
TODAY! 


YOU ARRIVED 
ONLY THIS MORN/NG-- 
A TRANSFER FOR WHICH 
I RECEIVED NO ADVANCE 
NOTICE. H/GHLY 
IRREGULAR. 
EXTRAORDINARY 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
I'VE ALREADY 
“_ ““ 
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f JM NIEETING HIM--AS ANY- 
fj OULD. 


Ya ONE WOUL 


AND AS I 
RECALL, YOU EXPRESSED eae aa 
PARTICULAR INTEREST IN 

GETTING CLOSE 10 THE 
MPEROR. 


THE HAG'S a 
RIGHT, THIS WAS NOT 
THE ASSASSIN. 
My, OH 
My, YOU'RE A 
LOVELY ONE, BUT \ 
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ELL DONE, 
PROTECT THE 


ASSEN I> 


Wi 
TYPICAL 
ARISTOCRATS. YOU 


KILL HIM! 
EMPEROR! 
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ASSASSIN! 


IF ANY OF YOU 


T AND Fi - 
NECESSARY I SUGGEST YOU DISREGARD 
YOU FROSTY , ANY FURTHER ORDERS TO LAY 

BITCH? HANDS ON ME. IT'S RUDE 
AND I DON'T L/KE 
IT, 
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LADY? 


WELL, AS 
, 4 LOVELY AS THAT 
SOUNDS, I'VE ALREADY 
ACCOMPLISHED WHAT I 
CAME HERE TO DO, AND 
NOW IT'S TIME FOR 
> ME TO GO. 


TIME af 


TO MAKE my 
GETAWAY. v4 
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I THINK 
NOT, YOUNG 
SORCERER! 


I THINK 
T'LL INVITE 


NEXT: RETURN TO FABLETOWN! 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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